LEADERS’ PROFILES

CANADA Stephen Harper

Stephen Harper was elected prime minister of Canada in January 2006, assuming office from Paul Martin in
February with a minority government. Harper ran for re-election in 2008 and again on 2 May 2011, when he
returned to the House of Commons with a majority. Before running for politics he served as a policy advisor for
the Reform Party. He was first elected as a member of parliament in 1993. He served as leader of the opposition
for several years before becoming prime minister. Harper was born in Toronto, Ontario, on 30 April 1959. He
studied at the University of Toronto and the University of Calgary, earning his master’s degree in economics in
1991. He and his wife, Laureen, have two children. This will be the sixth G8 summit that Harper has attended.
Sherpa: Gérald Cossette

Nicolas Sarkozy

Nicolas Sarkozy became president of France in 2007, taking over from Jacques Chirac, who had held the
position since 1995. Sarkozy worked as a lawyer while he pursued politics. From 1983 to 2002, he was
mayor of Neuilly-sur-Seine. He has been president of the Union pour un Mouvement Populaire since

2004. During his time in parliament he has held several cabinet portfolios, including minister of state of
the economy, finance and industry, minister of the budget and minister of the interior. Sarkozy was born

in Paris on 28 January 1955 and received his law degree from the Université de Paris in 1978. He is married
to Carla Bruni and has three children from two previous marriages. This will be the fifth G8 summit that
Sarkozy has attended, and his first as host.

Sherpa: Jean-David Levitte
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GERMANY

Angela Merkel

Angela Merkel became chancellor of Germany in 2005, replacing Gerhard Schroder, who had been in
power since 1998. Before entering politics she worked as a researcher and physicist. She was first elected
to the Bundestag in 1990 and has held the cabinet portfolios for women and youth, environment, nature
conservation and nuclear safety. She was born in Hamburg on 17 July 1956 and received her doctorate in
physics from the University of Leipzig in 1978. She is married to Joachim Sauer and has no children. This
will be the sixth G8 summit that Merkel has attended.

Sherpa: Uwe Corsepius

Silvio Berlusconi

Silvio Berlusconi became prime minister of Italy for the third time after winning the 2008 election. Before entering
politics, he started his career as a building contractor. In 1980, he established Canale 5, the first private national
television network in Italy. He also became a leading Italian publisher with Mondadori. In 1994 he resigned from
Gruppo Fininvest in order to establish the political movement Forza Italia. In the same year, he became president
of the Council of Ministers for the first time. In 2001 he became prime minister again — an office he held until
2006. Born in Milan on 29 September 1936, he received his law degree from the University of Milan. He is
married to Veronica Lario and has five children. This will be the tenth G8 summit that Berlusconi has attended.
Sherpa: Bruno Archi
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Naota Kan

Naoto Kan became prime minister of Japan on 8 June 2010, replacing Yukio Hatoyama, who had held the
position since September 2009. Kan was first elected to the House of Representatives in 1980. He has served
as minister of health and welfare, minister of state for science and technology, deputy prime minister and
minister of finance. Kan was born in Ube City, Yamaguichi Prefecture, on 10 October 1946. He graduated
from the Tokyo Institute of Technology in 1970 and opened a patent office in 1974. He is married and has
two children. This will be the second G8 summit that Kan has attended.

Sherpa: Shinichi Nishimaya

RUSSIA

Dmitry Medvedev

Dmitry Medvedev became president of Russia in 2008, after winning the presidential election and replacing
Vladimir Putin, whose term in office had expired. Before entering politics, Medvedev worked as a legal

expert and lawyer. He was officially endorsed as a presidential candidate in December 2007 by United Russia,
Russia’s largest political party. Medvedev served as deputy prime minister from 2005 to 2008. He was born in
Leningrad — now St Petersburg — on 14 September 1965. He earned a degree in law in 1987 and a doctorate in
private law in 1990 from Leningrad State University. He is married to Svetlana Medvedeva and they have one
child. This will be the fourth G8 summit that Medvedev has attended.

Sherpa: Arkady Dvorkovich
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Sherpa: Jonathan Cunliffe

David Cameron

David Cameron became prime minister of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on
11 May 2010. He was first elected to parliament in 2001 as representative for Witney. Before becoming a
politician he worked for the Conservative Research Department, and served as a political strategist and
advisor to the Conservative Party. He has served as the leader of the Conservative Party since December
2005. Born in London, England, on 9 October 1966, he received his bachelor’s degree in philosophy,
politics and economics at the University of Oxford. He is married to Samantha Sheffield and has two
children. This will be Cameron’s second G8 summit.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Barack Obama

Barack Obama became president of the United States in January 2009, replacing George W Bush, who had
held the presidency since 2002. In 2005 Obama was elected to the Senate, having previously worked as a
community organiser, a civil rights lawyer and a state legislator for Illinois. He was born on 4 August 1961 in
Honolulu, Hawaii, to a Kenyan father and American mother. He received a bachelor’s degree from Columbia
University in 1983 and a law degree from Harvard University in 1991. He is married to Michelle Obama and
they have two children. This will be the third G8 summit that Obama has attended.

Sherpa: Michael Froman

EUROPEAN UNION

Herman Van Rompuy

Herman Van Rompuy was elected the

first full-time president of the European
Council on 19 November 2010. He was
previously prime minister of Belgium from
2008 to 2009. Before entering politics, he
was a lecturer. Born in Etterbeek, Belgium,
on 31 October 1947, he holds a bachelor’s
degree in philosophy and a master’s

in applied economics from Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven. He is married to
Geertrui Windels and has four children.
This will be the second G8 summit that
Van Rompuy has attended.

José Manuel Barroso

José Manuel Barroso became president of the
European Commission in November 2004.
Previously, he was prime minister of Portugal
from 2002 to 2004. Before entering politics,
he was an academic. He studied law at the
University of Lisbon, holds a master’s degree
in economics and social sciences from the
University of Geneva, and received his doctorate
from Georgetown University in 1998. He is
married to Maria Margarida Pinto Ribeiro de
Sousa Uva and has three children. This is
Barroso’s seventh G8 summit.

Sherpa: Franciskus van Daele
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Join the Global Conversation

G8 Research Group

MISSION

To serve as the world’s leading independent source of information, analysis and research

on the institutions, issues and members of the Group of Eight.

THE G8
In the rapidly globalizing world of the 21st century, the

Group of Eight major market democracies serves as an
effective centre of global governance. G8 members — the
United States, Japan, Germany, Britain, France, Italy,
Canada and Russia, plus the European Union — contain
many of the world’s critical capabilities and are committed
to democratic values. At its annual summit and through a
growing web of G8-centred institutions at the ministerial,
official and multi-stakeholder levels, the G8 does much to
shape global order.

THE G8 RESEARCH GROUP
The G8 Research Group is a global network of scholars,

professionals and students in the academic, research, media,
business, government and NGO communities that follows
the work of the G8 and related institutions, such as the G20.
Founded in 1987, it is co-ordinated from the University of
Toronto through the Centre for International Studies at the
Munk School of Global Affairs, the International Relations
Program based at Trinity College, Robarts Library and
Trinity College’s John W. Graham Library. The G8 Research
Group has affiliates throughout the other G8 nations.

G8 RESEARCH LIBRARY COLLECTION

Through the G8 Research Group, the University of Toronto
has become the global repository of G7/8 resource
material. This includes documents, transcripts, audiotapes,
media coverage, interviews, studies, essays, memorabilia

and artifacts. As the G8 itself does not have a secretariat

that would normally amass such material, the G8 Research
Group fulfills this responsibility under the guidance of
Professor Peter Hajnal. The collection is housed in the
John W. Graham Library at Trinity College, University of
Toronto, where Linda Corman serves as head librarian.
The G8 Research Room in the library allows easy use of

the collection.

G8 INFORMATION CENTRE

The online G8 Information Centre (www.g8.utoronto.ca)
contains the world’s most comprehensive and authoritative
collection of information and analysis on the G7/8 and
related institutions. The G8 Research Group assembles,
verifies and posts documents from the meetings leading up
to and at each summit, the available official documentation
of all past summits and ministerial meetings (in several
G8 languages), scholarly writings and policy analyses,
research studies, scholarship information and links to

related sites.

G8 BRIEFING BOOKS

Through Newsdesk Communications in the United
Kingdom, the G8 Research Group prepares and publishes
a “briefing book” for each summit. In these publications,
the leaders of particpating countries, heads of interational
organizations and leading global experts outline the
major issues and the perspectives of the stakeholders and
participants on them. These publications are available, in part
in multilingual form, at www.g8.utoronto.ca/newsdesk or

in printed form (as quantities last) at no cost.

G8 Research Group
Munk School of Global Affairs, 1 Devonshire Place, Room 209N, Toronto, Ontario M5S 3K7 Canada
Telephone 416-946-8953 ¢ Fax 416-936-8957 ¢ E-mail g8@utoronto.ca
www.g8.utoronto.ca
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ONI services and solutions are essential tools for the US Department of State and other governments, due to the fact
that all our staff are drawn from various key diplomatic and ambassadorial postings, with an emphasis on economics and
security. Our staff have proven capabilities that provide dynamic results, driven with the ability to accomplish the required
objectives. Each staff member has more than 20 years’ experience at senior officer and executive level. These individuals
and their networks are highly motivated and highly efficient in their specific areas of expertise and their regions of the
world. This means they can offer a comprehensive understanding of local culture and customs, as well as the ability to

communicate effectively using multilingual skills and influence.

www.orbenovo.net

Phone: 1 (202) 407-9900

Evening Star Building, 1101 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20004



